_____________________________
CHAIR
Eliana C. Nader
Magaletta & McCarthy, PC
225 Friend Street, Suite 501
Boston, MA 02114
(978)376-4341
enader@magaletta.com
__________________________
CHAIR-ELECT
Annelise Araujo
Araujo & Fisher LLC
75 Federal Street, Suite 620
Boston, MA 02110
(617) 716-6400
annelise@araujofisher.com
______________________________
VICE-CHAIR
Adrienne J. Vaughan
Law Ofc of Adrienne J Vaughan,LLC
1895 Centre Street, Suite 202
West Roxbury MA 02132
(617) 840-8515
adriennejv@ajvimmigrationlaw.com
______________________________
TREASURER
Robin N. Nice
McHaffey & Nice, LLC
176 Federal Street, Suite 502
Boston, MA 02110
(617) 482-4900, ext. 2080
robin@mchaffeylaw.com
______________________________
SECRETARY
Miki Kawashima Matrician
Chin & Curtis, LLP
75 Federal Street, Suite 210
Boston, MA 02110
(617) 748-5187
mmatrician@chincurtis.com
______________________________
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR
Mahsa Khanbabai
Khanbabai Immigration Law
115 Main Street, Ste. 1B
N. Easton, MA 02356
(508) 297-2065
mahsa@mk-immigration.com
______________________________
PAST CHAPTER CHAIRS
Margaret Holland Sparages
Gregory Romanovsky
Susan B. Church
David McHaffey
Jeanette Kain
Edward R. White
Vincent W. Lau
Leslie Tuttle DiTrani
Matthew J. Maiona
Anthony Drago, Jr.
Robin D. O’Donoghue
Bennett Savitz
Punam S. Rogers
Marisa A. DeFranco
Kerry E. Doyle
Jeffrey W. Goldman
Estelle Regolsky
Howard Silverman
Eileen F. Morrison
Gerald C. Rovner
Roy J. Watson
Linda A. Cristello
Kevin R. McNamara
Richard L. Iandoli
Alan M. Pampanin
Eliza C. Klein
Maureen O’Sullivan
Rodney M. Barker
Alan S. Musgrave
Sharryn E. Ross
Steven A. Clark
Leonard I. Shapiro
Richard M. Costa
Harvey Kaplan

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
AN AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER
MAINE, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW HAMPSHIRE,
RHODE ISLAND, VERMONT
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The American Immigration Lawyers Association New England
Chapter denounces the Administration’s use of the COVID-19
crisis to eliminate the US asylum system under the pretense of
protecting public health and national security, part of a
continuing stream of Executive Orders and Proclamations whose
goal is to restrict legal immigration without Congress.
Boston, Massachusetts
The American Immigration Lawyers Association New England
Chapter denounces the July 9, 2020 proposed rule issued by the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Department of Justice
(DOJ) that would severely restrict if not eliminate the availability of
asylum in the U.S. for vulnerable people who have been persecuted or
legitimately fear persecution in their home countries. This rule
undermines the U.S. as a place of compassion, adherence to the rule of
law, and a leader in protecting those in need of refuge.
Under this proposed rule, someone would be ineligible for asylum
simply for having been from or passing through a country or region
that is under threat of serious disease such as COVID-19. At its legal
core, this rule allows DHS and DOJ to consider public health risks
based on communicable diseases to determine whether someone is a
danger to U.S. security, which would make that person ineligible for
asylum or withholding of removal. This proposed rule is the first
instance that the national security bar to immigration has included
communicable diseases. The proposed rule references COVID-19 but
would apply to any other “infectious disease” designated by the U.S.
government.
This rule targeting asylum seekers is unnecessary. The Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) and other federal agencies already have the
tools to address serious communicable disease, including stringent
immigration screening procedures and laws. Moreover, the U.S.
already has one of the highest COVID-19 infection rates in the world.

COVID-19 is a pretext to eliminate the current U.S. asylum system.
This proposed rule is the Trump administration’s latest attempt to use
the current COVID-19 public health emergency to eliminate asylum
without congressional action or consent.
This most recent bar to asylum based on COVID-19 is the latest in a
series of proposed new bars to asylum that will apply not only to new
or future asylum seekers, but also to hundreds of thousands of people
with pending asylum applications.
On June 11, 2020, the administration proposed new grounds for
denying asylum. Asylum could be denied to anyone who has:
1) travelled through at least two countries before arriving in the United
States,
2) stayed in another country for at least 14 days on the way to the
United States
3) ever been unlawfully present in the United States for at least a year,
or
4) ever failed to pay taxes, paid taxes late, or failed to report any
income to the IRS.
The rules also instruct asylum officers or judges to use any unlawful
entry as a significant adverse factor in an asylum decision.
These rules and regulatory changes follow earlier changes to the
asylum system meant to severely limit asylum using very narrow
interpretations of eligibility based on political opinion, race, religion,
nationality, or membership in a particular social group.
The recent and repeated series of restrictions on asylum completely
alter the reputation and perception of the United States as a welcoming
place of refuge and a land of opportunity. If unchecked, it
undoubtedly will create a chilling effect for years to come.
Immigrants have contributed their considerable talents, skills and
work ethic to our country for hundreds of years. Now future
immigrants may question whether this is a place that is worth all the
effort. This is surely not the legacy we wish to leave.

